Hepatic resection for icteric type hepatocellular carcinoma.
Icteric-type hepatocellular carcinoma, which initially presents as jaundice, is known to be rare. Furthermore, the number of such cases that undergo hepatic resection is also very small. The purpose of this study was to clarify the characteristics of icteric type hepatocellular carcinoma and discuss the efficacy of hepatic resection in this condition. Herein, we present five cases of icteric type hepatocellular carcinoma which were among a study of 438 patients who underwent hepatic resection. Most of these cases were in the advanced stages, and a high incidence of early death was recognized. However, two patients are doing well, without further recurrence (8 years and 7 months, and 13 months, respectively). It is important to consider icteric type hepatocellular carcinoma whenever a patient has a potential risk for hepatocellular carcinoma. In addition, it is also important to understand that in diagnosing icteric type HCC, sometimes neither choledocholithiasis nor cholangiocellular carcinoma can be clearly ruled out. Extensive examinations of the biliary tract, including percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography as well as endoscopic retrograde cholangiography are indicated for such patients when they exhibit either temporary cholangitis or jaundice, as well as when there is biliary dilatation within the liver. Furthermore, hepatic resection is also considered to be a viable alternative for such cases.